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NOTICES OF BOOKS. 257 

In the discipline of human weakness and suffering these are assets 
which the world could ill afford to lose." 

Upon the whole, this book will be found to supply a valuable 
outline of modern thought in the sphere of ethical inquiry. 

J. F. M. C. 

THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIANITY. by the Author of Pro 
Christo et Ecclesia. (Macmillans.) 4s. 6d. net. 

The author of Pro Christo et Ecclesia has many unpleasant 
things to say to us, in this his latest book. He bids a world 
which-at any rate when he started to write-was at peace and 
self-complacently enjoying itself, to throw away all prejudice and 
examine its customs in order to see if these be as they should. 

He has startled us out of our self satisfaction. An age suffers 
in its development through having no contemporaries. We can 
only judge of our improvement by comparing life to-day with life 
of a previous age. And so when we see an improvement made 
here and there we are apt to think that all things are now well 
with us and that we may rest from our labours. 

Readers of The Practice of Christianity will be quickly 
undeceived. For the author first of all lays the responsibility of 
social evils on Christians, for social good is a great part of 
Christianity. 

He then chooses the only standard of good which suits all ages- 
Our Lord's teaching-and bids us consider whether even in this. 
twentieth century we may cease from activity. 

Side by side with that Divine plan of human life-the Sermon 
on the Mount-are placed our own recognized customs. Looked 
at in this way thrift is pronounced an un-Christian habit; 
our commercial system is shewn to be utterly wrong, and we 
are told that the penal system fails because we have never tried 
Our Lord's way-the way of the best robe and the ring and the 
fatted calf-with our legal criminals. 

It is hard to explain in brief these conclusions. Baldly stated 
they seem utterly opposed to any scheme of Practical Christianity, 
but the reader of this book will find it hard to escape the author's 
logical reasoning-the driving home of unpleasant truths with 
almost brutal force. 

The chapter on Warfare is, of course, of absorbing interest in 
these days. Warfare, says the author, has never been proved the 
best way of settling a difficulty. In fact, many a wrong, to right 
which a war was undertaken, has been forgotten and has remained. 
Or again a war has abolished one evil merely to establish another. 
The American War of Independence, it is true, abolished slavery, 
but neglect of the negro has since obtained, and the contempt 
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258 NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

poured on coloured men, lynchings, etc., have proved almost as 
great a wrong as slavery itself. 

But we Christians cannot abolish war. What is then our duty ? 
We are told that we must educate our young that peaceful 
methods are easier, better and permanent. We must never lend 
support to wars of aggression. Let us hope the world has learnt 
this lesson by now. We must do all in our power to promote the 
reign of peace. 

The book should be read by all who, publicly or privately, would 
speak in the name of Christianity, for it will cause all such to 
examine our received institutions in the light of the Gospel before 
hastily praising them. It ought to be read if only for the sake of 
the following call to work :- 

" When a sufficient number of men are casting about with God- 
directed determination for something better . . . something 
better will be found. The Kingdom is within reach." 

This is Practical Christianity. 
G. W. E. 

THE ULSTER SCOT: HIS HISTORY AND RELIGION. By 
the Rev. J. B. Woodburn, M.A. (H. R. Allenson.) 5s. net. 

Irish History no less than Irish Politics has proved itself the 
grave of so many reputations, that the historian who ventures 
to explore the distressful and distorted story of this country does 
so at his peril, and in more senses than one takes his literary 
life in his hands. Dark Rosaleen has a strange power of in- 
ducing the passion which inspires Romance, rather than that 
right judgement which must be the first equipment of a mind 
moving in the Science of History. We congratulate Mr. Wood- 
burn on his excellent book; we congratulate him on its opportune 
publication at a moment when a fierce light is beating upon 
Ulster; and we congratulate him on the spirit and temper in 
which it is written. The author holds no brief; he sets himself 
to give an accurate and impartial account of his subject, without 
distortion and without suppression; and it is not too much to 
-say that without trying to please anybody he will succeed in 
pleasing most. As we read his book the conviction grows on us 
that we are dealing with a careful and honest man who is trying 
to write true history. 

One of the most interesting chapters in the book is that in 
which the author investigates the genesis of the Ulster Scot, and 
endeavours to account for those marked differences of tempera- 
ment, character and geniifs which distinguish him from his 
fellow countrymen. Mr. Woodburn points out that Ulster has 
always been "excluded" from the rest of Ireland. Mountains 
and lakes and inlets of the sea form a natural barrier. Its 
colder and more bracing climate has tended to produce a more 
virile stock, and this distinction is reflected in the cycle of 
legends which is peculiar to Ulster. From the earliest times 
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